TEFENSE IREVIEW

Russian Yu-71 Hypersonic Attack Aircraft (HAA)/’Nuke Glider’
and Yu-74 Ultra-Maneuverable Hypersonic Glide Vehicle (HGV)
Nuclear Attack Threats: Can We Defend Against Them?

defenserevisw.com
David Crane

By David Crane
david (at) defensereview (dot) com

Image Credit: Sputnik News
June 18, 2016

DefenseReview (DR) has been following both U.S. and Chinese hypersonic glide vehicle (HGV) technology for
awhile now, so the new Russian Yu-71 Hypersonic Attack Aircraft (HAAY nuclear glider” (or, "nuke glider”) and
Yu-74 ultra-maneuverable HGV don't exactly come as a surprise to us. They're expected, particularly due to a
number of environmental factors, including the just-mentioned LS. military HGV development efforts, and
deteriorating NATO/Russian relations relating to the Eastern Europe, including the Baltics and the Ukraine. So,
one must ask the question, how prepared is the United States to defend against these new hypersonic
intercontinental nuclear threats, which can come in at speeds between 3,840 miles per hour (Mach 5) and 7,680
miles per hour (Mach 10)?

What's been going on recently between the United States and Russia politicallly is of course troubling enough,
but when you add the Rume fan RS-24 Yars (NATO reporting name 88-28) MIRV (Multiple Independently
Targetable Reenlry Vehicleequipped thermonuciear intercontinenial ballistic missile, China’s own HGV tech
and Sino-Russian joint military exercises to the mix (which DR’s also been following), war-gaming a potential
nation-state World War 11l (WWIII) scenario becomes downright scary, especially when the Russians are
notorious for playing military chess, not checkers, and both Russia and China are arguably prepared to endure
more human losses than the United States, a rather importan social dynamic that can’t be overlooked.

So, what do we do? What's the answer. Well, hopefully, the U.S. military industrial complex has some classified
offensive AND defensive technologies operational that can act as both a deterrent and actual martial solution to
the problem. But, since DR doesn’t and can't know what those are, we're guessing the answer is a combination
of our own hypersonic alroralt and weapons and high-powered laser technologies to zap the incoming
hypersonic vehicles and counter-attack the enemy (or, enemies, plural).

One of DR’s primary questions about the Russian and Chinese HAA/HGV tech is whether or not the vehicles
generate a plasma e @id around it that can effectively camouflage the vehicle and/or disrupt an incoming
high-powered laser beam, and thus avoid both detection and destruchon during its fhght Russian smentlsts and
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Anyway, even without surrounding plasma fields/shields, the Russian and Chinese HGV's are most likely going
112



. L
to be extremely difficult to hit, particularly if they’re launched in very large numbers at us. U.S. military weapor{s
contractors therefore obviously have a pretty daunting challenge in front of them to meet, in protecting us from
potential nuclear annihilation. Let’s just hope Russia and China don't share their HGV weapons tech with Iran, at
least not before the United States can develop and deploy a viable defensive solution.

Needless to say, in the meantime, Defense Review will continue to follow all open-source technological
developments in the HGV weapons field, as they develop, to the best of our ability.
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