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The developmental (prototype) MATBOCK VBSS Robot is the first item
DefenseReview (DR) covering from NDIA SOFIC 2015 (Special Operations
Forces Industry Conference 2015), since it was one of the two most
interesting products we saw at the show, and since we ended up sharing a
cab with one of its founders, on Sean Matson, from Tampa International
Airport to our hotel, where we were coincidentally all staying. During the cab
ride, Sean explained the technology to us and we were hooked from the first
sentence. Here at DR, we like robotics, we like magnetics, we like big grapnel
hooks, and we like maritime VBSS (Visit, Board, Search and Seizure)
operations conducted by highly-skilled assaulters. So, what's not to like about
the Matbock VBSS Robot?

Nothing. There’s really nothing not to like about it. It's a pretty cool little
system, especially when you actually see it doing its thing, which is quietly
driving up the side of a ship in any direction (thanks to 45-degree rollers on its
wheels), and planting/mounting a large grapnel hook at the top, so a U.S.
Navy SEAL team (or any other maritime/waterborne assault unit) can quickly
climb on up and take care of business. By the way, Matson and his Matbock
partner Zach Steinbock both come from the U.S. Naval SPECWAR/SEAL community, so now they’re basically
designing and developing products to make their old job quicker and easier for their successors. After all, SEALs
have it hard enough already, so why make life any more difficult than it has to be? Anyway, Defense Review
was so intrigued with the VBSS Robot concept that we made sure to stop by the Matbock/Helical Robotics booth
on the first day of the show. Matson had really sold us on the product just by talking about it in the cab. DR was,
shall we say hooked from the very first sentence.




To bring the Matbock VBSS Robot to life, the company has
teamed with Helical Robotics for the magnetic robotic
platform, and target=right>Kopis Mobile for the HD video
capability. The base robotic platform/system is a Helical
Robotics FerroTanker-20 lightweight magnetic climbing robot,
which is manpackable. Being omni-directional, the
FerroTanker-20 robot allows the Matbock VBSS Robot to
maneuver around bulkheads and portals to get to the top and
plant the hook. Matbock’s also integrated a Kopis Mobile
backpack cam for realtime HD video capability. We're not yet
sure who’s making the actual hook yet, but we'll try to find
out, and we’ll update this article accordingly.

Again, the MATBOCK VBSS Robot is currently a prototype, and as such, is still under development. MATBOCK
and Helical Robotics are currently in the process of reducing the robot’s weight (and perhaps simultaneously
increasing its load-carriage capability), modifying its form factor, and enhancing it's overall mission capability,
including things like mounting a camera on the grapnel hook, itself.

Editor’s Note: Zero Point was kind enough to lend
MATBOCK, Helical Robotics and Kopis Mobile the booth
space to display their innovative tech. Also, just as an aside,
we ran into Mr. Steinbock in the lobby of the Marriott
Waterside Hotel and talked with him for a minute. Like his
business partner, he seemed like a good dude.

Matbock VBSS Robot Specs:

-~ Omni-Directional

— 20 Ibs lift capacity

— Wireless range: 2500 ft (762m) line of sight

— Current Battery life (Continuous use): 4+ hours

- Stable in 50+ mph winds

— Able to climb on wet surfaces

- Full Motion video securely transmitted to operator’s tablet

Company Contact Info:

Matbock, LLC
Email Contact Page: hitp://www.matbock.com/pages/contact-us
Website: hitp://www.matbock.com

Helical Robotics

Oregon, WI 53575

Phone: 855-694-3549 (My-Helix)

Email Contact Page: http://helicalrobotics.com/contact
Website: hitp://helicalrobotics.com

Facebook Page: htips://www.facebook.com/heticalrobotics?_rdr

Manufacturing Facility
423 N BURR OAK AVE, UNIT 1
Oregon, WI 53575-3106

Bruce A. Schlee

President / CEO

Phone: 855-694-3549 (My-Helix) Ext. 701
Mobile: 608-556-3656
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E-mail: bschlee (at) helicalrobotics (dot) com
Skype: bschlee.helical

Keith Schlee

VP of Engineering & Design

Phone: 855-694-3549 (My-Helix) Ext. 702
Mobile: 386-235-4612

E-mail: kschlee (at) helicalrobotics (dot) com
Skype: kschlee.helical

Kopis Mobile (Virginia Beach)

1248 Culver Drive Suite 202

Virginia Beach, VA 23454Phone: 757-374-7567
Email: sales@kopismobile.com

Website: http://www.kopismobile.com

Kopis Mobile (Jackson)
517 Liberty Road Suite D
Flowood, MS 39232

Zero Point (Headquarters)

1763 Princess Anne Road, Suite 104
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

Office: 757.721.6601

Fax: 757.721.6602

Email: contact@zeropointusa.com
Website: hitp://zeropointusa.com

THE BUNKER (Zero Point):
135 Byrd Street

Southern Pines, NC 28387
United States

Office: 910.692.6601

NLS (Zero Point):

26 Coffin Brook Road
Alton, NH 03809
United States

Office: 603.206.5896
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