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New database shows nanotechnology in common food products

(Nanowerk News) Center for Food Safety (CFS) released a new searchable database of
consumer food products that contain nanotechnology. Common food related products that
contain nanotechnology include candies (M&M'’s, Skittles), baby bottles, and plastic storage
containers. Nanotechnology is a powerful but novel platform for taking apart and
reconstructing nature at the atomic and molecular level with important human and
environmental health ramifications. The database contains almost 300 food products and food
contact products that use nano.
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“Scientists agree that nanomaterials create novel risks that require new forms of toxicity
testing. But very little testing and regulation of these new products exists, and consumers have
almost no information,” said Jaydee Hanson, senior policy analyst at Center for Food Safety.
“This easy to use database is a step to fill the information gap, to alert consumers of just how
widespread this technology is and to improve transparency in our food supply.”

Because of their unique properties, nanomaterials pose new risks for human health and the
environment. For example, nanomaterials have unprecedented mobility for a manufactured
material. Nanomaterials can penetrate human skin and when ingested, reach sensitive places
like bone marrow, lymph nodes, the heart, and the brain.

Despite these novel properties, nanomaterials are regulated the same way as larger materials
of the same substance. Although they have not been properly evaluated, they are popping up
in a wide variety of consumer goods.



