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For the Army, drone/and counter-drone ops go
‘hand in hand’
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Eor the Army, drone and counter-drone ops go “hand in hand’

By: Mark Pomnerieau March 17, 2017 {Photo Credit: Sgt. 1st Class Michael Guillory/Army)

In a first-of-its-kind multi-domain training lane at Fort Riley, Kansas, the Army is beginning to train
and integrate small unmanned aerial system operators alongside counter-UAS operations.

small UAS operations at the division level and lower are a two-way street, according to personnel
involved in the multi-domain training range and UAS training at Fort Riley.

In an ideal scenario, the Army would like to prevent their small UAS assets from potential enemy
jamming, Chief Warrant Officer 4 sarah Good, 2 ™ Brigade UAS Officer, told CAISRNET inan
interview. Advanced adversaries such as Russia have demonstrated a very capable jamming tool kit
in Ukraine against UAS.

“We have to do it both ways. We have to see what their capability is to jam and see what gur
capability is to avoid that jam or counter that jam,” Good added,

This involves integrating and training electronic warfare forces alongside UAS operators. “Now that
[UAS operators] understand that the jamming is out there, the operator can understand when his
aircraft is being jammed or when it's just going lost link,” Chief Warrant Officer 4 Samuel Kleinbeck,
Division UAS at Fort Riley, told CHSRNET. “Sa he knows that he'll be able to recognize that the EW is
out there.”

Within this multi-domain battle aspect, Maj. Gen. Terrence McKenrick, commanding general of loint
Madernization Command, explained recently during the AUSA Global Force Symposium that during
training exercises the Army is working to get “left of launch,” to ensure ensmy uAS don't get
airbome. McKenrick highlighted nen-kinetic means of accomplishing this such as leveraging cyber
and electronic warfare capabilities to take out ground control stations prior to UAS launch

"We're doing that here,” Kleinbeck said. He said UAS operations and counter-UAS operations “run
hand in hand.” He also noted that they are thinking ahead in counter-UAS by trying to defeat the
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