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While DefenseReview (DE) was at the Remington
Arms/Remington Defense New Product Seminar and range
avent at Gunsite this wesk [which we’ll be reporing on
shorlly), | was asked by other writer/attendees abaut my
thoughts on the U.S. Army's Modular Handgun System (MHS)
program, formerly known as the Combat Pistel (CP) program,
formery known as the Joint Combat Pistol (JCP) prograrm.
Specifically, they wanted 1o know if | thaugh it will be
successful in that the Beretta M3S2F and SIG SAUER M11
ANP22E pistols will be succasshully replaced, and what those
replacements should be.

| told all three of them that while I'm highly skeplical that the

Army will actually replace those guns any time soon, and am of the opinion that the MHS program sill likely go the
way of the JCP and CF dusterf*cks, I'd simply take Giock 17 (G17) and Gleck 19 (G19) 9mm pistols, sbick manua
safeties on them, some good night sights, and call it a day. Why'?

First, the G17 and (519 are both already battle proven in military combat environments, and the G19 is already in
the system and in senice with ULE, military Special Operations Forces (S0F), specifically LS, army Special
Forces (SF) assaulters/operators as both an operational/carry and training gun.

Second, the Glock 17 and Glock 18 have proven their reliability and durability over many years. The Ausirians
have been using the G17 for the last 30 vears, the LLE. Army SF has been running G1%°s since 06 or 07, and
Amencan law enforcement has been running both guns iz such large numbers in 5o many different weather
condiions for so mdny years that everyona just takes it for granted at thes pomnt that Glocks ane runmers, Ghocks
just work, and kaap working with mumimal mantenancea.



Third, because they have fewer parts than mast, if not all,
other combat/tactical pistols, there's simply less to go wrong
on Glocks in the Tirst place. And, four, when something does
go wrong, they can be fixed in the field al the operator’zoldier
level. You don't have to send the gun out to an armorer. All
you need is a Glock tool, a Glock armorer's manual, and
spare parts, and you can replace any parl on that gun in
minutes, hckily split, easy-peasy. If you're in bumf ok
Afghanistan or some other hellhole FOB away from a major
base, that's a pretty big deal.

The reazon DR thinks manual safeties should be added is
that DR writer/contributor and Army SF operator Jeff Gurwitch
says that the guns would have to be ouffitted with a [frame-mounted, sweep-tdown] manual thumb safiety to
prevent AL's {Accidental Discharges). ldeally, the manual safety should be ambidextrous, provided it's well-
designed, reliable and not too easy to engage unintentionally, Glock already has a manual safety design for the
Glock pistols, but DR doesn’t know whather or not it can be made ambidextrous Regardless, any manual safety
addition should should be combined with goed training, where soldiers are trained 1o keep their rigger firkger
indexed outside the trigger guard until they're ready to shoot, and as soon as theyve stopped shooling.

But why keep the 9mm Paraballum'@:19mm NATO canndge 7 Because, one, it's a NATO cartridge, so iU's pretty
enfrenched, and two, the pistol just a secondarybackup weapon to the M4/MEA 1 carbing, the 9mm iz simply an
easier round to shoot well than the more powerful cartridges being proposed, and it would probably be easier to
gel high-quality 9mm hollowpoints approved than move to a whole new caliber. Remember, the United States
never aclually signed Hague, and there's a strong argument to be made that modemn hollowpaoints don't violate
the: spirit of it, anyway, even though the U.S. is just choasing to follow it {Hague) anyway. For the record, DR
aclually really likes the 357 SIG cartridge, since it's like a 8mm on steroids with good stopping power, it shools
accurately and flat, and is slill relatively easy to shool. The 45 ACP-caliber guns are simply too large, particularly
in the grip, for a kot of people to comfortably handle and shoot. 40 S&W is also harder to shoot than Srrwn, and it
wizars cut the guns faster.

One of the beauties of the Glock 17 and Glack 19 are their respective high capacities, so you've gol plenty of
rounds fo pepper a target with, which makes up for the 9mm's lack of stopping power with NATO ball ammo. And,
since both guns are so easy to shoot well, you're going to be more accurate on target with follow-up shots than
you would be with a .40 S8W, for example. If you double or tnple tap the target center of mass, the Smm should
do the trick, even with NATO ball [roundnose) rounds. In a military combat environment, you should expect to
hawve to shoot a determined adversary more than once, especially with a pistol-and you'd be well-advised to use
your Ma/M481 or M16A3AL instead.

So, which Generation Glock 17/19 should the Army go with? DefenseReview prefer's the Gen 3's original/single
recoil spring, but we prefer the Gen 4's extended beavertail tang option for the backstrap. So, we'd like to see a
hybrid version of the Glock 17 and 19 that combines both features.
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