Revolutionary Rifle-Mounted System Can Locate Htlle Gunfire
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who is in direct contact with the enemy, providing him with the capability of finding in a few seconds
and in an intuitive way the origin of the shots that are threatening them.

The PEARL system uses acoustic sensors to determine the source of gunfire during the confusion of
combat. Its manufacturer, French defense contractor Metravib, describes PEARL as a “soldier
protection” system, but it clearly has offensive applications.

The system detects the shock waves generated by muzzle blasts from small arms fire. These shock
waves travel through the air, radiating from all directions, like radar or sonar waves. With the help of
advanced acoustic sensors, PEARL can trace them back to their point of origin,

might echo off multiple surfaces. It can also filter out friendly outgoing fire from hostile incoming fire.
The system is supposed to be “soldier-proofed” — self-enclosed without any pesky wires and with
only three control buttons.

Metravib claims that the technology is “combat proven,” hinting that the company’s technology has
been used in Iraq, Afghanistan, Balkans, Central African Republic and Mali. A more advanced version
of PEARL, the PILAR system, can tell users the range of the enemy gunfire, GPS coordinates, and
display on a map the source of the gunfire.




